The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) has a partnership relationship with the asphalt paving and roofing industries and their associated unions. Our partners saw in the *EHP* Focus article "Paving Paradise: The Peril of Impervious Surfaces" ([@b1-ehp0114-a0210a]) the statement on page A459: "Asphalt is one concern, as it contains coal tar pitch, a recognized human carcinogen \.... " Our partners asked us if we could help them address this statement.

By definition, asphalt is a petroleum product and contains no coal tar. However, some pavement-repair products and sealants may contain coal tar. NIOSH did not find any evidence of coal tar in U.S. asphalt in our hazard review *Health Effects of Occupational Exposure to Asphalt* ([@b2-ehp0114-a0210a].

[^1]: The author declares he has no competing financial interests.

[^2]: Editor's note: The following erratum was published in the January 2006 issue (Environ Health Perspect 114:A21):

[^3]: EHP *regrets the incorrect and unintentional inference in "Paving Paradise: The Peril of Impervious Surfaces" \[Environ Health Perspect 113:A456--A462 (2005)\] that coal tar pitch is used in the actual hotmix asphalt used to pave roads. Coal tar pitch is instead used in many sealcoat formulations used atop asphalt pavement. Findings published in the 1 August 2005 issue of* Environmental Science & Technology *suggest, in fact, that coal tar-based parking lot sealant may be a major contributor to stream loads of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, including many known carcinogens.*
